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Abstract

The mosaic adorning the Roman mansion in
Lod showcases meticulous depictions, earning
widespread acclaim for its exceptional quality and
vibrant portrayal of images. This article discusses
the research of the Lod Mosaic as part of a large
and comprehensive study of the flora and fauna
of Roman and Byzantine mosaics in the Land
of Israel, and a comparative analysis of mosaics
from these eras across the surrounding regions,
including Transjordan and the Mediterranean basin.
The Lod mosaic stands out for its remarkable
abundance of images, predominantly showcasing
the diverse world of fauna. It features depictions of
12 distinct bird species and 18 different mammalian
species, among which some birds and mammals
that have not been identified in other mosaics
from the Roman and Byzantine periods in Israel.
The article focuses on unique species in the Lod
mosaic: among the birds are the black-headed gull
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus), great tit (Parus
major) and house sparrow (Passer domesticus),
and among the mammals, the mosaic features
the hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus), the
oryrx, the rhinoceros and the hippopotamus. The
identification of these species contributes to our
acquaintance with the birds that coexisted with
humans from ancient times to the present, among
them seabirds that soared alongside fishing vessels.
Additionally, certain depictions of mammals serve
as areconstruction of a local landscape where large
species once thrived but have become extinct in
recent centuries. The mosaic’s portrayal of an
African savanna scene may document a daring
journey to Africa undertaken by the homeowners. It
also suggests a connection with the cult of Neptune,
god of the sea, and possibly an association with
sources of fresh water.

Key words: Lod mosaic, Birds in mosaics,
Mammals in mosaics, Roman mosaics,
Roman Art
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