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NMON NN 1M YN MNXNYN M2 DHYI ,NNPNN 12 22101 719NN DYIVAN NNDINX MTIAYY NNNTIND
D>2XVIIN YN, T2 T2 .0INPN DMINVN IPINYN WHN NPRN TR NP NP DIWD PN NN
DXNNNN MNY .NMTPXA AN DVIND INNVNIDY NPNRND OV IR PINY MIN-DY PHN NMIN SPoNY

DYTNN 0NV NIV IION)

OVAN IN PND MNP 0OV DM2IYN DOVINON DIV ,0217) DINNN DIPNNNN DIVIND

0PN MOYINYNRN NI DIDVIN YW NININ NNWYI DINND TNND

DN ; DMNNKD DMPIND NYTY DIAVYN) DNV DMIPNI ,DMNNN KDY ,NINDD ,0NY DX2X0I1HD D) NN
DMNNY DX PN DNXTY PTINRIN OV ,NDNPNN TMINVIAN NITHND ORNNL YOIMIIN P92 1Y)
7792 1995 oM ,DINK DMIPNN MITIND NNV MIRVIA NITHN IVAP N NTIAYIY DDV VO [, TDRND

% APNN DY MATHNN 295 POIMDIN

NNNY SNIN ROY DXVIN ¥ 7Y qONA ,NYYND UNAY 295 ,IND 1PN RIY DIRY) 179D
MPRM I2YN MNAY NIX NYNY G0N0 TPNN THXN DY NIV O) DN DAPH WO, 01N NY ONITHIN

2OVINN HY

Rosette ,mwviv -’a p9o
VYN, NNPM T MPNNI DMK VLOLIYI I INNKD MYSNNR ,NVOYY DY VIV VININ NN NIVIVD

NP MNIN PX-DY WAN NIN J19-10D ,MNPOITI 22X-DY YNNI MIPIYN 2POIND INT DVMIVIN 19N

NYD ,DMINING INY DDV DONYIY DIWH P NPHRN DIDVINND DXMPY THN XY DXNNNN DM»Nn °
own M (Rahmani 1994) »nnA H¥ 11902 M9I1nn MNPoIZa NN Y00 ,19-19 .INY DPMIN DM

.DNTIP DI N
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NPR PRI MOVMINDI-INNID NVYY N INPHRI MVIVD .40IN M DD MOXT ,09131P MNN
INTHN NV DXTH NNONY TYNNA .(15 )2 NIWN 19 ; Avi-Yonah 1950: 67) nmiNn 09y »npona
DM D) NIMDN DY AN IN INNDY ,NYIDY ,NINID DY DY MNWN 190 Y1 00NN DNY DINID
MY DY DY DOWNNY IN ,DININD DY ,29-I1N0T DY ,NOV-MNIT DXHYD ,DNNN NN DIV
NN DN DIMXNY PNIAND GX M ,DMXTN DOV TINA .TIND 27 XIN IXND PDNND . PHPOY N
DXT N OTPNN NID DY IRID NOIYON TPNNIDN HVIVAIND DN DYS STNY ,0M»VI9N DI
D157 DYVINOND NVIVAN MIVIVYN DY MINaN INX 2pynn (Figueras 1983: 37-38) wTN MLUMIN
NN MPNNND PO WY NNIO GN) ,MIVIVYN DY NIMYN NPININND DY AN NNINN NN ,INY
.DPTIND IWARD) DINYN DINION DY DIWIXOIN

Y NIANN NI DYN ,09MITUNR PININ ML WAND DDPNNND MVIVN DY DMYNRIN DX NOVIYN
VIV MNT,NYINT NYNN NN HRIY YIRD .NPDIN NNPNNN DI 7MHVINDNI DINNI IPILDI
Avi-Yonah ) YX7¢Y 5220 09NN NN DY NNIYP M-I DN NYTY ,NNYIm 000y nww ndya
,DIPN 991 ; MPITIDIONA NNPNRY NPNION NYAYN MUY MVIYN INYY PN 009 NYTH .(1961: 17-21
DNRHD MYNIN NPRI VYN P, NN NINDD NPHI NYXIND ITIOIORY NINOY DTV DX TN NI
TNYRIN NRNDN 37N NNYNRIN NRNDA HNIW-YIND NI0WNHN IHIIYNIY MIV-7IR NYT DN INT NI
[(Foerster 1995: 129) »N0aY 7WINNN NN D220 DMINNN OYNN DY INIW-NIND NYNN I'NoDD
(11 : D7VR IMNYP) NDAT NMIVN RPN NIDN HNN Y1 MIVOY DXTO MUY NIVIVN 01PN Do
LN INSDIY JION DINDIN DIV NNVIVIA DIV DOINTN DIVIOND APV ,70099 MaT1D
MMPNRI JTOW-ON DN ,IIOND 93P ,0WVWAN T3P ,0°3901 2P 1 INNY N AMIAPY Wpna YN
DMINN MMPN X IOV (40 : TINN XYY 7%)) 1IN (Foerster 1995: 123-128) 09wy 12 DINN
IYUPNA 217 29-5Y , 00T DXPIAN 22)-DY NNYIY MY DN ,MMOVIRD 1Y PVDNIONN DN 2aNI2
VIDIWY DO INNND DTN DY O NTN DIIRD PIATY ;ONT IWPn KDY 022N D) I ON )N NNIPY
) aG»TN M PNIN DY YT AN NPT 009 70 0wn (Foerster 1995: 123-128) »nT Iwpn KOO
VIV NOLOYY TN LN Y21 NNVIVI SNIPN NOWNY Ny apn >0 (Goodenough 1965: 142
mwwvw (Foerster 1995: 129) ©0930 NN AYNN NMNDY MMNMPNRD NNIAPY IWPNA DIINYN DN
MYavn , o0 MANT : NNAPY WP KYY (DO XD DO TIM) DXINN DOVPMIN 22X DY D) MYNN
0N M

NN 21T NTIVNN NYAN YN NNAPD DIIVH MYHN NIV W NYIAPNY DD TWIRY NN
S)2N N LTIV NOY POIN MININD YHNN IINNDN DTIND ,NT OIIWN YN DT NNNPY SNININGD
ND UWORY ,MMNN TIND INNY NP MIYHNHD MYIN NPNIN 217 .0ONDON NDN-1)ID) DI

, TN NN 0NN NMIVY N IR NOY Y901 MIINN DI MIPINN INJNMT PN NI IN NN

(51 : A7PWN IM9P) HPWN MY 1D 00 DINoN Yy on °
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9019 NDN PP-IPY ONNYY MYIND D1 PN DOOYN P .27 PNHN YNT PYYN NININD DY
INSNNY N TPRIN .2210N DLWNN DIWTPN NDN 1R DID’D NNNMINT XD NI NDN DD MAN)
NN N MDD THYHN YV NP MIVHN ,DITNN MNNDIND WIN DMV DMIINHD SNIIN ININD
70N YW NN INDIADY WTPNN 21900 Y90 NDN-2I2010 IRSNN .T292 D¥DWIPN NDINNM NNNON
92 YTHYY NPYOYIN NPIIVAND DY, NIN ,DMD7I197 1IN 12 39120000 IWPNN DY 70910 NN RNNNNIY

.DYNINM DIONNN
VIVIVYD NOP PNV TIY HYa VINYN MNNN NION DD NN NIPN NNIXYYID MIVIVAY IR, D100
NOIPN TIND TPMNN NN NININD INY L(NOYW M MAINNN NHTT 230, MNVY S¥Ip MNI3)

N9 XOMNY NN NI T DIVH .INTIN

Rosette mwiv
VIV MYIY

DMVIN DINYY ANV NXINN MHVIVN NN NIMI-DY NYY NV 1IVDION ,NVIYIN IV
TIWNN PN NN AR Nyn (Rahmani 1994: 40, Fig. 76) DI1NND nImMa-0y m8NN vnn p Dy
MY P AT-MNT DY DWNND DIMYD ImAsun ey by ooy
Rahmani ) my1p) ,(Rahmani 1994: Pl. 25, No. 184) N0wan mwvivn
Rahmani 1994: PI. 22, No.) MLVP NYPOT ,(1994: No. 185
.(Rahmani 1994: PI. 35, No. 239) nnviv IN (155

DN DMPNA NIVIWN NIMI-DY NVILY MY AVIYD IV
DNV 297 ,DIO¥N NYY NOYI MIVIVIN NI XM ,NYP NNIND

nwy YN ov (Rahmani 1994: Pl. 15, No. 106) nTiayn >dv

AT PPN ONHN NYIKY P71 IR, D090
YN DMINT NV, DIYDA PAYA )Y DV DY VI NPN ADIYSA MIVIYAY YO 1NMVYN 1Py
NN NPNN NN 1NPN MIVMIN NN XNONN OXTN DIIN (18 : NIVN 1NWN) JWIVN NHX IN DINDN

A0 PINDVIA NITIND MIVIN PRI ,NTSY HYHOIMDN NIXINN MIND ,NNIND O2Y

MIINDN MYV
00y NYWYN 9% NYYA MVIY -DYY NN MYIY

N O2)-DY T ,DODY NYY MY NMIVIY ONY NN OT-DY NIXI) DDY IYWN INY NDYa vV
T TITA NN DYDY DYy Dvy Mdya vy (Rahmani 1994: Pl 54, No. 378)

NYIIND DIV NPIZN YT-5Y NYIN NIMI-0Y NYIIN Mdya nviv .(Rahmani 1994: PL 51, No. 365)

PI9N YNNI 1o YY NN T
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,DO0Y TNNY NYYI MIVIYY INXAN NODN NPIZNY , D712 NIYY THINT DINPN DMNP DY MYNNINI DYPON
.INDN 19 DYDY WY-NYY
MYy NNNY NOYa MIVIVN TAR NDY NOVNYN YT-DY MY DYY NYay nbya mwv
,IVUY-NYIIN YYD MZYI INYIY DYIN DT J9INA NPT 1T MIVIY NNON RN KD ToN INSIND
MYy NIY NNIN IT-2Y TN 297D VPAN VNI 7P DITHYD .NIMI-DY IWY-NNNYY TANY DIWY

A3 IH OIYIY TN N O-DY 1T NNV 0P

02990 NNAYNN NNIDN NPIN

DN OY O2HYN 309D MOY2 MNION 1N,V HYN 1OID DYID ANWN NI DNV
W MPON YNID YRR IDINNY 1O .DXADNNN NNAVND NMIMAIND ,0MNYD DXNIY DY 9PN DOPNNN
APA0 IN NN MI1PN ,DONVA PN TY PINP 10D T DNAWNHD DXNIDN YV 021910 DOPHIN THN
DN . DMINIYWNIND D2ANM §NND MNYD DPINAINY YIRD MINN 2172 TIND DIXID) 9790 1NNV DXNI9N
VPN PN OM PN ; ORI NXR DIDPYIN DNNMD NNYL YIRD DN DYNINY DVYPN 9N DXV
RATP2IaV)
MIASVN NMIVIY

NI I DT 5I32 9% MANWHN MIVIV DY NN MINNAND DYIYN NWY NYYa NVIYON MIVIVNIN
1all-0x7 IMN 1D MP->IN , NN SN NIANT MOLYINNY MIVIN Hya
DIV MYXNNI MDD NI VNI NIV ; (Avi-Yonah 1950: 70) over’
Y)-DY D) VT DOMYYY DD MANT d2X-DY WD Y OXT INYN

NHPOIZI NIINN YOP SNNY R IOVNIN DXTH .NNPOI)
(Rahmany 1994: Pl. 7 No. 44)

NININT MYVIY
NIDN TN NNIVIY .7PYNY 995 1312101 IIRMIN DXNYDY ,I0NIN 1IN YT-9Y 1NWIN 19N NNIVIV

omy> .(Rahmani 1994: Pl. 20, No. 136) »R0I2 THWI NITHIND NNN PN M PONIN NDIND DY WP
IN VP MV NN 157D ,EDININDT NIMIN-DY DIPHNI DIYY-INYI) DXAY DIWARYN MPINT
-2, 0700 INNY DNANND NIY 5 NI-TINTY TPIVDINY : DINN MY NN NININDN VIV .Davn
DIPN NN NNONN NININD MWV .(Avi-Yonah 1950: 73-74) NOIWAN MIVIVNIND ,9%2PNI) 1IN

.(Figueras 1983: 38) N191-1107T DXT2 NNYSINI NVIVON MIVIVD

$%)9N9 999702 0N ,INNY MNPIND AWNINY DITIDY MIINIDN NIV HY DITHN 09 P9

.DP2IYN P92 TI-HY N ,DIWON DXAYN 10 ,NMIRVIA NITING DI DXTPYY 19N DY)y 8
.29-797 DYY P92 PO 29-M0T NIMD SHYN MANNN NIVIV °
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VYN

MINDIA NI T WNON

nNaYNN LORER) NN [ NI9D TN NYINN MIVIVD

035990 | 1570 Y2 99NN NION OVIN

ONION 0N YRIMON-DYY | NIMON DY 091 9N

a9M  oYamn  DOYHN DN
NNOWNN NNI9N YW NapIpPn

Compositae ) 0’2570
Wvnn oM ([Asteraceae]
NYMD NAPIPN 1979 NN NPNN
UND .DYNNNN DNI9N NN
O DNAYNND DAY PO NN
NN ANYD PONN YINDIY N
nN1AN-1ONN ;0NN
nopn  (Bellis  silvestris)
N DNV VYN DY (Anthemis)
nnY N N9 (Senecio) 10N
TOPXAD NP AINVIA NITHIN
NN 9N ,NANN DY 1N 2200
IVY DN YW 2N

LDINMIND

1721993 yPNv)

S

;NPT

(MoYowvP N7
Rahmani 1994: 91, PI. 10 No.)
(60: L

OYTNN N2 72PN NIN : D) NI
Vincent and Steve 1954: Pl.)
ALXXXIV 2

&

YVDAN  PAD
(155

.(Jashemski 1979: 302 Fig. 462) »aman Pp->11y »23-5Y 03 N0 1mnn 0
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A VIV

3 O2-HY T MIANN NNV
WX DG 2Dy VP
NON O OMINOND NS MOPYN
ND DD MY I
NIAN MPIN NN DY PVDIHNM
oDNYy>  .DAMNMNIN NNAVHN
1)-5Y 1T MNY NNVIY MIIN
ooy moya U o N
IV NN ODY N 25-9997
Y0

00y Man v
MIVIVN T 02)-DY 1 MIVIvn
S5y MY Nbya PNON
N5y NNONN MHVIYD .7

DY WY-NYY

nv

95V
9N9)

mIinn

N
NN
(41 :npwn

NIND
papivilan]

NPROTINIY  PIND N
SNPYN INNT) DN 1N
220 MDY PIRD (42
(43 :nrPYRN OINNY) INIATOINP
PIOND NN min

.(Macalister 1902: 119)

:0)
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IV -2 799

JUIY M1 NN DVIRN DY NITHNN N1PYIAD I0INNN D2 DIPIN
19 1HYIY IN DIVIT ,NYYAN : DOONNN NN NP VNN INTINIIIND IPNNI
-0IANN MYIYIIMPTNY DI PN ; (2 /N N7HYRN) DIPRA NI NIN DVIDNY YO

AYSIM JYIYN DOM DY THPTID NPPO NOWI M P93 (18 : NIwn 1Mwn) T8

Lilium ) 9080 yWiwn 1N MPoNd DTN wmdwy NISNY XN JND NRIND
NN ,N7D 10 TY -TIND OYTH 7N NS N190 L(Liliaceae) o»wvivn nnavn oy mmn (Candidum
.DOMAX ONPARM OYYN TNVY .MPTYI TN IPNPHN NIMON-DY DY M NINRD DTS .PYann Jownd
DY 10N D95 XYM 107D 150 TV 1NN ,GYN0N XD, NPT DIWDN AYNIYN TY TPNTI N0 NPOSN
MY DMNID IVANY INP OVTY DINNNNN OOIYN .NDYN 2950 DNVPI DINNN 0221 DMITNVN

.(209-211 : 1993 MaY) MY

1Y 2>VINN DY NNY DININNN DINY OINI
noNan N

2VINNN NNY NINY DIVN ,DXTY NPIN NPND YO ( Pancratium maritimur) 4NN N8N NI
NN L(231 :1993 PNPIVR) TINWN MIAD NIVY MINHD NININD 1INV THI NOVINND MOWN ,ANYNN
YN DIV NN ,PTI I NYXINT NI DY ¥2)N DID,TOD qONL .HHD DNVIYI NYMN NIPK NIVY

.DMMVYYaY

DY .2

YAINN VIVIYN NI

nNTPN DINND NNNINI
NINODN DY NIV ,(P11)
Nymphaea ) N2151N

NI N (ONNWN) (caerulea

) ) DIV - )
(86 : 1993 YWoh) No1HN NNOM) NN VIN pPI-NN IV 7T ,NINNN WTPN AR N9, DIy
D119 NIMO OYY HYa NI
DN (70-5 50 P2 ¥) DITDN) DI DXIPAND ,DITINM 029NN NIMON DY ,(10-30 P2 ¥) DIODN)
MV YW 1YY DY TIAND NIV DY 0N NXINY,(85-86 : 1993 YOWHD) DN 29-DY 8 NHNNN ,NIMIN YoYNn

DINNN DIVYN IMND YNPN DIV Pays JIY DOVINNIY MIVON D00 NOXINY PN OIN ,NMININI O)

.N9202 MNIN DMIPINN HW MY AN 1L
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De Vos 1980: ) corona afef )»onn MNNN 9N ,INK I8N DOINIVNPI PIIDD POV UK DO

(74
NV ZIPTIN NININDG DTN DXDVIND MWW IR
DXLIAN NVYY DIWYN NI TYNa DT DXDVIN

,0YT NN YYa NLY DINDHNMTY NIV NMND DIVNVYN

DYOMN OM  NHN DM YN ,0MOY) DA OOTINN

NITYT ,MNNN WP Jax M, corona atef

IMANIAA 100N TaAv: VI T N

NN 9 ,29WNN DVID MWIV OO DIV ,DNPAN DD NF PYNNY D1IAPNa .aNwn ThX VD
NIMIND YA NINY 29D JWIYN 2DVIND MONMNN NP 1T NTIAYI .INY JWIYD IMNT IN Dapn
DNNY DXTN DY DPMNIPHY NTIN MONMNN PN ; INYHLN T2Y NINY DO INRDY TN
TT2IVNN Y21, 0NN DIDNTY DXINNN DIOWIND DMINTN DY NPYNY NN .DMNWN IV YNNI INNIND
DN P DN TINN NNNIND DATNVNIY DXIYTN ,IINIY 2997, BYIRN G OMINN DN PN DINIIY
D) MM JPILD DIVIZA NDXON IDIND ,NATVTN PDINY ,DININDY DININD DT GNND D100 DMIXT
Y 01PN Y1 .01 DVINY TPNNMIDIIV 12 NI ,)D ON NIN ,0HP) KD 1910 X2 0X)TY , 790 DN

.99 9PNNa NT RYN PITaY

W, D8N0 WHNY 1IN N Y DINIT MYSHNDY ,MIVIND WHNY PPN-108 HY 00XT MYNHNa AN 2
.0 IPNNA RYNN AR NN

NP MPYHNIY 12Y NN DTN NIMYNI NTIIND DD NN ,INIW-YINT TIND NPT N9DNN NI 1B
.(86 :1993 YOw9*Y)
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ODYPN )

1A INIWI-NIN NINNNI DD TURND AN NI 7PN T2V IR,V DV ([r18) ©Y1PND NI

19 Y PI2T NN YR T2 DIPYD ,MBWUN 1D DNMD NIRIN
NI LTS V2D DYPRN NID .DYPRND DY YT DX DD
LDYTIND MY 10910Y THND ,DOVAN DYDY NVIYY Hya1d
YNI2 N0 YMIN PYD HY Man DN DY) DODY Ny

NN

-

(236 :N19935vrAN) BYPRA N1 Man 37V ININNY 2950 DNV PIIIN Y FTHN YO

DYPNA NPN DR MYDIdA NN MIYLN NNN 729 oM A

DOPANNIY  Tva ,Poyn oYy m»ra DMMANN DNVPN PIPAN NN DTN

DOV DN YA LY DINVIYA

N2 727N 001970 NV P AV PNIANY W DIMINAY DYINNY 1N

P2 DWTINN L,POD YV DN NOY DO DN 29019 DY PPN-IPNI NV YT

-

=PPN SY NNNNN PONN DY VWY, OYPNN DY 152{;13

.(Sampaolo 1990: 756 Fig. 10 : 197 ,98nwn n»nn) (dado) y17

A, PP INY ,OIPN
DY DY DSN) NNMIND  2INYNN JUIVA NN PTHIN 19

(Badoni 1990b: 290 Fia. 75)
9Y PIAT PHOND DLV NIM ,DIPNRI (MDIN) MY MNPN TR

|
2 (X2N TNY2 MHNN) NNNN JWIVD DY DD

MY HY 2IDOW DN IND .MOINY MNY MNPN TIND |10 D), 022N MNPN

NININD -PY WP OPYA 2NN XD 1T 7PN ,NINNOY ,DDINN
MO0M

IV DY MININD ANWNN JPIYA DXT DN MIMD YPYINY 1O

nHNY NY2N’N NIN2 0N oMYA L MHYNn DYTNN DY 9IYNN OMIaDN

aANYO MO NN L, PIVIZ -NN IN PP -NN INNONN NRDOY ,000IN YY PYWIN N9 DY HND »yavn
NI, 00N INY TN PONMONN YT NN NDION INIIND PO DNON (236 : R1993 HWIAN) DYPN

MY DY NN PNIND IWAN NF NIPNA D) .OYPRN NI DY I DOINN DY DMNID DXT I8P

1AN52 BN, (NDPTHH) 120N O DYPNN OY IV WIPH DY XTI DN YN 13 19100 M) pinnm 1
9HVNN) NNNINT OMNVIYY DNMNND INMIND PRI ,DINNY MNTII INND 1NN YN ,NNIFT NNY XN GON INNN

(389 :nown
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JYa0N NNNY 172NN 9ND NI DXT DIIN YN DXT NPNY INYT TINA TNNN ,DX0ININ YW NonNm
NN IDTT PTHNDY NN TINDT IWAN-IN T Y HY DIIXT DY NNND TYNY 9197 1N, DI PN INNNN
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JPIYDXTY NPRN RPN DINNN NON DIPKRN D YNNI PNV NPPDI
: NXN VIV NI DY 2XOINN NN DINVIN DN
ADY022 KNYNN I0NION WA NN 1
DNY Y90, NIMON ODY PN DOV DM DNPAN .2

(NVNT INPYN NNNN) PO PP-1PINI D) DY

XN VYN DIV IN DOOYNNN OMNNINN DIDYN MY .3
STNA NYAN YW OINRIND NN GPWN NPIN 219990 NOYN 4
NI NINY 195,95 VDA NIMDN DY SY NI PNYN .5

NNIN DINYY

AVIVN NT9 YW 18930 Wnm RN )8 280 Dnyad 6

, DMWY INAYNN NI

;NN NN PPN
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APINYN NYN HY M99 1WIYN

: DY NVIYY A TI9NY NN 9D, TNN W -NoYNY 21NN NN WIHTIDY PNaNY ,MNIND MINIa
L0730 MDA IN NIPHNA -MNPHN YANIN) MNNORN WIVN M0 1DNNN JWIVN VAN N
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TMNY JWIY D XPNT DIRDN,(MDNIN MAPN TIIND) NMIMINAD DIHXT ,DYPRN N9 MMY NI 19w Py L6
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Summary
Chapter 1 - Introduction
This thesis deals with selected aspects of the many floral motifs, which were used in
Jewish art during the late Hellenistic and early Roman periods (167 BCE — 135 CE) in Eretz
Israel. The most important feature of the art of this period was the strict observance of the
prohibition to represent humans or animals. Consequently, plant motifs were dominant in the
Jewish art forms surveyed here, such as mosaic floors, wall paintings, clay lamps, coins, tomb

facades, stone coffins (sarcophagi) and ossuaries.
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From the many examples of plants appearing in Jewish art, we have chosen to
investigate the following: rosette, lily, olive, laurel, myrtle, palm-branch, vine,
pomegranate, date palm, ethrog, acanthus, oak and pine trees. Each chapter treats a motif
whose photo appears alongside the text. The views and opinions of earlier scholars are
quoted. Comparisons were made with the art of the contemporary gentile world, since the
Jewish artists copied their designs. This procedure frequently exposed an unknown source
and purpose for the motif. Furthermore, the artistic product was compared with the natural
plant.

Chapter 2 — The Rosette

The rosette is the most common motif found on ossuaries, but it also appears on
sarcophagi, tomb facades, mosaic floors and oil lamps. The plain, six-petal rosette is a simple
schematic-geometric design which, over time, evolved into a form representing many and
varied flowers. Tracing this evolvement from simple to elaborate not only helps recognize
the variations of the rosette but provides a framework to identify the same metamorphoses in
other flowers as well.

The name rosette comes from the botanical class Rosa. This name does not really fit
the motif, but despite the inconsistencies, it is too late now to find a new term to replace
rosette, so we will persist with this accepted designation. Few artistic examples of rosettes
exist which bear any resemblance to a real plant:

Imitations of flowers from the Composite Family — occasionally the flower is
depicted having a prominent circular center reminiscent of flowers from the Composite
Family. In all probability the artist tried to copy flowers from this family, such as one of the
variations of daisy, corn-camomile or groundsel.

Chapter 3 — Lily

This motif has also been variously called a daffodil, a lotus, a lily, an iris or a side view
of a rosette. In this chapter, we present a thorough survey of the lily as an artistic motif, and
conclude that the prototype for the lily was the /ilfum candidum. The lily was incorporated
both into spaces left by trailing branches and in empty corners and angles (Aorror vaccui).
Lilies filled spaces shaped as facing cones on ossuaries, placed between two rosettes. Often
the architectural motif blended with the plant motif. The artists were challenged to fill this
space, resulting in many variations of the lily. When the upper and lower images were
identical, scholars interpreted these variations as trees with their roots, or reflections in
water. The tables accompanying the text try to arrange the many decorations, which could be

identified as a lily flower. We gave the lily alternate names to try to match its many



variations. In this chapter, we also prove that what is often taken to be a palm tree, is in fact a
stylized lily flower.

Chapter 4 — Branches and Wreaths

Branches appear in various shapes: straight, bent, curved like an arch, round as a circle or

a wreath. Most are decorated schematically, stiff and lifeless. For this reason, the botanical

description is faulty, many scholars failed to agree in their identification and much confusion

remains. We identify here three chief shapes of leaves: short and narrow, elongated and very

narrow, and wide and elongated. This chapter concentrates on the recognizable branches and

identifies them as olive branches, laurel, myrtle and palm branches and wreaths composed of the
vy fruit.

Olive — The value of the olive in daily life due to its many uses is an accepted fact, so
its use as an artistic motif is not surprising. Indeed, it is its infrequent appearance in art that is
astonishing. Consequently, some scholars tended to identify different plants as olive
branches. In this thesis, only narrow, pointed leaves called olive leaves.

Laurel — There is no doubt among scholars that the /aurus nobilis, known in Roman
mythology and literature, is the laurel. The Talmudic term for the laurel is dafna. The laurel
was a popular tree, very significant and useful, and well known in the Roman world. Its
leaves are wide, occasionally with webs of veins and wavy edges.

Myrtle — In classical Greece, the myrtle plant symbolized love and peace, and, in
combination with laurel, was used to plait wreaths to be awarded to victorious athletes and
poets. It does not appear much in contemporary Jewish art despite being one of the
ceremonial "four species”. Here we cite two examples from Jewish art, which can be
recognized as myrtle, the shape of both the leaves and the fruit identifies them.

Palm Branch — The palm branch does not appear as often as one would expect,
considering the ease with which it can be depicted. An explanation may be that the artists
could choose motifs, which did not include the palm branch. Its appearance on Jewish coins
is not unusual since it was a motif on Roman coins of the time, and their depiction is similar.
The carving of the palm branch on ossuaries, however, is uniquely Jewish. Elongated narrow
leaf is its trademark.

Wreaths composed of circular bodies with a hole — fruit of the ivy — decorations of
fruit which closely resemble these round bodies, are found on rock carvings in Italy, where
the ivy fruit is integrated artistically with the climbing plant. Since these fruit resemble the
circular motifs on the rock carvings, and since the carved fruit on the ivy plant are identical

to the round bodies, it is suggested here to identify them as ivy fruit.



Chapter 5 — Heart-Shaped and Related Motifs

In this chapter we deal with three motifs: pointed heart-shaped leaves, ivy leaves, and
heart-shaped buds

Scholars classified them under non-specific terms such as ”ivy” or "pointed heart-
shaped” leaves. Botanically, they can be treated individually.

Pointed heart-shaped leaves are described as rosette petals or as green leaves of
plants.

Flowers consisting of rigid heart-shaped petals rarely appeared in Second Temple
Jewish art. On the few occasions that they were on ossuaries, they were integrated among the
other leaves of the simple six-petal rosette or were the only component of the rosette. The
flowers from which these petals were copied most likely belonged to those of the Composite
Family, which, when seen from above, closely resemble this rosette. The chrysanthemum is
suggested as the model for this motif.

Green heart-shaped leaves, when used in Jewish art, were stylized and flexible in
shape. They generally appeared together with tendrils, becoming known as smilax or green
brier.

Ivy leaves consist of three or five lobes and have no tendrils. Artists who, as
mentioned above, were well acquainted with plants realistically portrayed them.

Stems with heart-shaped buds — Heart-shaped buds also became a distinct motif],
with the heart appearing either upside-down or as a small parasol. We have shown that its
inspiration was other buds depicted on stems and combined with flowers and leaves.

Chapter 6 — Acanthus

Acanthus leaves were depicted in art in three ways: One was realistic, with elongated
leaves; the second had a shortened rounded leaf; the third was in the shape of a cup with
three leaves. Despite this, the acanthus could be identified with certainty, except when its
depiction was so stylized that it no longer resembled the original plant and the identification
became doubtful.

Shortened acanthus and rounded acanthus leaves were used where room was
limited and the space available determined the shape.

The acanthus cup was one of the successful combinations creating symmetry by
filling the empty space between the rosettes on stone sarcophagi and ossuaries. This
ornamentation also filled the empty center of the gable on the facades of tombs. This
example likely copied the acanthus plant in nature.

Chapter 7 — Vines: Leaves and Clusters



Grape clusters are often reminiscent of those, which adorned Nabatacan and Roman
art. The elements that penetrated Jewish art, were not necessarily Jewish symbols, but were
good decorations, pleasing to the eye and familiar to the viewer.

Triangular grape clusters were not an artistic innovation - the grapes look that way
when full and ripe. Its inclusion in a work of art testified both to the wealth of the patron and
to his or her artistic taste. This attitude should be applied to all styles popular at that time.

Small grape clusters consisted of small round grapes, and adorned building facades
and ossuaries. They were used to fill empty spaces that were too small to fill with a large
grape cluster. These too were not artistically embellished, but rather were a naturalistic
representation of the small grapes, which grew on vines together with the large full clusters.

Vine leaves were not used often in Jewish art although the vine was one of the seven
species” and its leaves were lovely. They had three or five lobes, protruding central veins,
and the edges were serrated. All these features appeared in the reproductions.

Chapter 8 — Pomegranates

The pomegranate is symmetrical, easy to reproduce artistically and to identify due to
its unique shape — a large round fruit with a crown of petals. It is occasionally hard to define,
and attempts were made to relate it to the poppy. On coins, the pomegranate was combined
with the Roman cadduceus. The pomegranate flower can be confused with the flowers of the
bell-shaped lily.

Chapter 9 — Palm Tree

The palm tree had great economic value, enriching Judea and earning her fame.
Consequently, the palm tree, as depicted on coins, symbolized both wealth and power.
Despite its symbolism on coins and the ease with which it could be depicted, however, in
other Jewish art forms of the period, the palm apparently was not a national-religious
symbol, nor did it represent the Judean people. In this study, the term »palm tree” refers only
to artistic elements shaped as a convex half-circle. On ossuaries, some of the motifs used to
fill the two cone-shaped spaces, which provided the framework to the decorated zone, were
sometimes identified as palm trees. Here it is proven that very few were.

Chapter 10 — Ethrog

Two elongated fruits appear in the artwork of this period. We can safely presume that
the fruit depicted with the uneven surface was the ethrog and the one with the smooth skin
was the lemon. The evidence cited in this chapter supports the claim that the lemon was
known in this region already during Second Temple times. But, it is also possible that both

fruits are actually tow different breeds of the Ethrog.



Chapter 11 — Oak
Depictions of oak branches with their acorns were neither common nor original in
Jewish art. Their use in art originates in the gentile world. The oak used in Roman art grew in
Italy, not in Land of Israel, and the local artists copied the Italian oak without changing it to
resemble the native oak, which grew all around. We can presume that they felt no need to
since both types looked so alike.
Chapter 12 — Pine
Pine branches with their pinecones very rarely appeared in Jewish art. This motif also
had its origins both in neighbouring countries and Roman art. Since pine trees grew in the
Judean hills, their form was familiar.
Principal Conclusions from this Research:
1. The use of motifs
The local artists generally used ready-made plant designs taken either from their
surroundings, from western art, or from eastern sources (Nabataeans).
2. The Integration of Land of Israel Plant Forms into Native Art
The plant forms adopted into Jewish art were only those whose shapes were familiar.
In this comprehensive survey, we did not come across any plant that does not grow In Land
of Israel. The fact that no foreign plant shape was accepted into the repertoire of homegrown
art, upholds the claim that local art could absorb only designs to which the inhabitants were
accustomed.
3. Harmonizing Foreign Motifs
Pagan art consisted of scenes, which showed images of gods, humans and animals, and
using such scenes required major changes and alterations to conform to the Jewish art
world. After these were carried out, additional adjustments were still necessary for various
reasons: making the plants resemble the familiar local variety, giving the plant shape a
geometrical quality and vice versa, simplifying the form, creating a new design by
combining several others, fitting the subject into the space allotted. Sometimes, several of
these changes were applied to the same figure.
4. The Artists’ Knowledge of Plants
The artists who modeled the original plant forms were familiar with the plants and
made no errors in their depiction. Furthermore, we found neither imaginary nor unrealistic
plant forms.

5. Limited Choice of shapes



Despite the large number of plants to choose from, the artists chose to work with a
limited number and they were used over and over again in many variations.
6. Interchange of Culture and Fashion
The motifs found in the Jewish art studied here were also to be seen in the gentile art of
the period, evidence of the mobility of artists, motifs and ideas. The themes that were
adopted were those that were popular at the time.
7. The Blending of Shapes
Occasionally, shapes were fused in order to create a new form.
8. Overcoming horror vaccui
The need in art to fill empty spaces helped determine the choice of filler because it had
to be able to fit the space. Sometimes changes had to be made to the original design in
order to have it fit the space available.
9. No Evidence of Symbolism
This study reveals a distinct and dominant tendency in Jewish art, to use ready-made
designs available from the gentile world. It would seem, then, that the local artists attached
no symbolic, cultic, religious, or Judaic significance to their motifs, but used popular and

familiar designs common to the general art world of the time.
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