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On Determining the Date of Agricultural Terracing
Around Jerusalem

Shimon Gibson and Rafael Lewis

Recently, the method of OSL (optically stimulated luminescence) has been
advocated as a primary tool for dating agricultural terraces in the Jerusalem
highlands, and a claim has been made that it is a much more efficient and
reliable archaeological dating method than any other used hitherto. The
purpose of this lecture is to show that while OSL is an excellent dating
procedure, it can only be used successfully for dating terracing when
employed in conjunction with other dating methods and under the umbrella of
a structured project utilizing basic principles of landscape archaeology. Owing
to the unique structural character and morphology of terraces, the outcome of
such OSL-driven research will be seriously flawed. Consequently, this will
have a dire effect on the legal statutory position for the protection of traditional
cultural landscapes in Israel. The problems that occur when relying solely on
OSL for dating purposes will be demonstrated through the examination of the
results of two research projects conducted in recent years on terraced hills
within the environs of Jerusalem. We contend that terracing around Jerusalem
is ancient, going back at least 5000 years, and not as Gadot, Davidovitch and
others have suggested.

The Representation of Crops and Agricultural Tools in
Late Roman and Byzantine Mosaics of Judea and
Jerusalem

Anat Avital

Hundreds of beautiful colorful mosaic floors were produced in Israel during
the Byzantine period. There are agricultural designs on more than 135 of these
mosaics. These mosaics show various flora, fruit and agricultural tools; they
contain clear descriptions and hints of daily agricultural activity. This article
discusses the most important part of the mosaics of Judea and the city of
Jerusalem.
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The Judea contributed important information about the agriculture of the
Byzantine period. Jerusalem, in particular, emerges as an important city for
the production of impressive mosaics. The agricultural motifs of the mosaics
from the city of Jerusalem and its surrounding environs were very diverse
compared to other regions of Israel. Also, the quality of the mosaics was very
good. The highest quality of mosaic produced in Israel was found in Judea and
is the mosaic from the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The impressive,
high quality mosaic of the Church of Krayot also contributed unique and
important reliable information on the richness of Judean agriculture during the
Byzantine period.

This article reveals the species of fruit, tools and agricultural activities as
illustrated on the mosaics which depict a most interesting picture of Byzantine
rural life. Crops and agricultural tools are the central motifs in these mosaics,
confirming visually and most colorfully, the importance of agriculture in the
economy of the period.

The Description of Jerusalem in Travelers' Books
Bat-Sheva Garsiel

Jews, Christians and Muslims wrote books on Jerusalem. Pilgrims wrote their
impressions of the city. Historians related to Jerusalem in their books. Jews
who came to live in Jerusalem wrote their impression of the city to their
relatives in the diaspora, and poets wrote songs on Jerusalem. Sometimes there
are marked differences between Christian descriptions and those of Muslims
or Jews.

Those differences stem from different backgrounds and perspectives,
especially when each ruled. W The Jews usually wrote about their low
standard of living and safety in Jerusalem. Sometime a writer described what
happened as he saw it in accordance with his political view; and sometimes
he wanted to please the ruler. Historians who lived a century later and got their
information from earlier oral sources and sometimes used unreliable
information which was inaccurate or misleading.



